
 
 
Media Advisory: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 
NC State University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
 
Important: NC State’s Tropical Conservatory is part of the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences Department of Horticultural Science. You’ll find the titan arum, or corpse flower, in the 
Marye Anne Fox Undergraduate Teaching Greenhouse Complex. Members of the public must 
register for a 15-minute visit.  
 
News media representatives are invited to arrange visits by contacting curator Diane Mays at 
919-749-4059 or dbmays@ncsu.edu or graduate student Brandon Huber at 215-630-6268 or 
bhub89@gmail.com. Related photos are at Amateur Amorphophallus Photos 
 
Resources:  
Watch the live stream or sign up to visit Lupin 
Podcast: Brandon Huber  
Video: Everything You Want to Know About a Corpse Flower 
Quick Facts 
Map to location 
Photos 

 

The Reekoning: Corpse Flower Prepares to Bloom Again 
 

 
 
The rare titan arum (Amorphophallus titanum), also known as the corpse flower, on NC State 
University’s campus is preparing to bloom – again.  
 
This corpse flower, fondly referred to as Lupin, bloomed for the first time in September 2016, and 
visitors described its strong aroma smelling of everything from “rotten meat” to “dead shrimp.” To 
honor the plant’s connection to NC State, student Brandon Huber named his titan arum after Remus 
Lupin, a werewolf from the Harry Potter series.  
             
Like other titan arums, Lupin has a complex life cycle. It takes at least seven years for the corpse 
flower to bloom for the first time. After a bloom the plant will go dormant and move through leaf 
cycles until it restores its energy supply to rebloom – its main goal for existing. A typical bloom 
ranges from 4 to 8 feet tall. As it blooms the corpse flower heats up to help spread its smell so that it 
attracts bugs to aid pollination.  

https://goo.gl/photos/4irqqt74FQk4TCi19
http://go.ncsu.edu/flower
https://news.ncsu.edu/podcast/podcast-corpse-flower/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9-eX-vl0A4&feature=youtu.be
https://cals.ncsu.edu/corpse-flower-nc-state/#corpse-flower-quick-facts
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marye+Anne+Fox+Science+Teaching+Laboratory,+2791+Pillsbury+Cir.,+Raleigh,+NC+27607/@35.7871676,-78.6756414,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89acf593fbdb3bab:0xd717aace5248aa9c!8m2!3d35.7871676!4d-78.6734527
https://www.flickr.com/photos/43370832@N08/albums/72157674499444085


 
The plant is housed in the campus conservatory greenhouse, and individuals interested in 
witnessing this once-in-a-lifetime experience can sign up to visit Lupin in 15-minute timeslots.  
 
No one can say precisely when the plant will bloom, but the graduate student who owns the plant is 
betting on Wednesday or Thursday, July 31 or August 1. To come up with that prediction, Huber has 
been monitoring the plant’s growth daily and comparing it to the growth rate from its 2016 bloom and 
other greenhouse-grown titan arums.  
 
The Department of Horticultural Science has a webcam so individuals unable to see the plant in 
person can view the plant’s progress throughout the week. That livestream can be viewed at 
go.ncsu.edu/flower.   
 
Many have asked why a plant that took 13 years to bloom for the first time is blooming again just 
three years later. Huber’s response: “An Amorphophallus titanum usually requires at least seven 
years to bloom for the first time, but subsequent blooms happen more frequently because the plant 
has stored up more energy. We’re pumped that Lupin is blooming again after only a three-year 
break.”  
 
The campus conservatory team is offering more than just the opportunity to see the titan arum; there 
will be children’s activities from 10 a.m. to noon on the first two days Lupin is blooming, adults are 
invited to visit the arid greenhouse that features conservatory cacti and succulents, the Horticultural 
Graduate Student Association will be selling plants and stickers, there will be other Amorphophallus 
genera to view and another titan arum that is in the vegetative stage. 
 
Lupin’s impending blooming is expected to be just as impressive and spectacular as the first. And as 
it emerges from its much-needed rest, the projected six-foot high by three-foot wide bloom will open 
in the blink of an eye. Using the hashtag #Lupin2016, follow the plant’s progress on Instagram and 
Twitter tracking all the way back to its initial bloom.  
 
About Lupin  
 
Huber received his titan arum 12 years ago when he was visiting the Huntington Botanical Gardens 
in California. At that time, it was a dormant four-year old corm, an underground stem about the size 
of a softball.  
  
The corm has since grown to 120 pounds. This will be the plant’s second bloom. Less than 400 
Amorphophallus titanum blooms have occurred in cultivation since the first bloom in London in 1889.  
 
About the plant’s owner  
 
Brandon Huber has his master’s degree in Horticultural Science at NC State and is now working on 
his Ph.D. Huber has been growing plants since early childhood and as a teen won several prizes for 
aroid plants he entered in for the Philadelphia Flower Show. Aroids are members of the Araceae 
family of plants, sometimes known as the Philodendron or Arum family.  
 
Huber’s master’s research focused on breeding stevia, a natural sugar substitute. And now as a 
Ph.D. student, Huber focuses on controlled environment horticulture, where he studies optimization 
of vegetable seedlings for grafting using supplemental carbon dioxide and altered light spectrum to 
increase affordability of production. 
 

-- Janine Brumfield at 919.513.3127 or jereda@ncsu.edu or  
Dee Shore at 919.513.3117 or deeshore@ncsu.edu -- 

 

http://go.ncsu.edu/flower
mailto:jereda@ncsu.edu
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