
 

 

Media Advisory: Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016 
NC State University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

Important: The university conservatory housing the titan arum, or corpse flower, is not open to the public. 
However, news media representatives are invited to arrange visits by contacting curator Diane Mays at 919-
749-4059 or diane_mays@ncsu.edu or graduate student Brandon Huber at 215-630-6268 or 
bhub89@gmail.com. Related photos are at https://goo.gl/photos/4irqqt74FQk4TCi19. 

 

Plant Prepares to Put Up  
a Big Stink at NC State University 

Scientists at NC State University are closely watching a tropical plant this week as it prepares to bloom, sending 
out not just a big flower – one of the largest in the plant kingdom – but a big stink, as well.  

The rare titan arum (Amorphophallus titanum) is also known as the corpse flower because it can smell like 
rotting flesh. The plant – now standing nearly six feet tall – is expected to continue to grow throughout the week 
until it unfolds a magnificent flower around three feet wide.  

The plant is housed on campus in a greenhouse conservatory that doubles as a classroom, so it won’t be 
available for public viewing. However, news media representatives are welcome to arrange visits.  

The Department of Horticultural Science has a webcam so that members of the public can view the plant’s 
progress throughout the week. That livestream can be viewed at go.ncsu.edu/flower.  

No one can say precisely when the plant will bloom, but the graduate student who owns the plant is betting on 
Friday or Saturday. To come up with that prediction, Brandon Huber has been monitoring the plant’s growth 
daily and comparing it to the growth rate of other greenhouse-grown titan arums. 

To honor the plant’s connection to NC State, Huber named his titan arum Lupin, after Remus Lupin, a werewolf 
from the Harry Potter series whose name comes from the Latin word meaning wolf. Using the hashtag 
#Lupin2016, you can follow the plant’s progress on Instagram and Twitter. 

Huber has made arrangements to pollinate his plant using pollen from a titan arum that bloomed at the 
University of Wisconsin a few weeks ago. If that pollination is successful, he could have blooming offspring in 
about a decade. 

Huber and Diane Mays, who curates the greenhouse conservatory where the plant is held, both say this could 
be a once-in-a-lifetime event for plant lovers.  

“I feel like I have a front row seat. To have it in our region and our greenhouse, we feel very special,” Mays says. 
“It’s such a spectacular plant.” 

About Lupin 
Huber received his titan arum nine years ago when he was visiting the Huntington Botanical Gardens in 
California. Then, it was a dormant four-year old corm, an underground stem about the size of a softball.  
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(Corpse flower … continued) 

 

The corm has since grown to 51 pounds. This will be the plant’s first bloom, and it comes amid a rash of corpse 
flower blooms nationwide in recent months. Less than 200 Amorphophallus titanum blooms have occurred in 
cultivation since the first bloomed in London in 1889. 

About the plant’s owner 
Brandon Huber is pursuing a master’s degree in Horticultural Science at NC State. He has been growing plants 
since early childhood and as a teen won several prizes for aroid plants he entered in for the Philadelphia Flower 
Show. Aroids are members of the Araceae family of plants, sometimes known as the Philodendron or Arum 
family. Huber’s research at NC State focuses on breeding stevia, a natural sugar substitute. 

-- Dee Shore, 919-513-3117 or dee_shore@ncsu.edu -- 
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