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As one of the only six poultry 

science departments in the 

entire nation, the Prestage 

Department of Poultry Science 

has unmatched learning and 

research facilities, high-demand 

graduates - and best-in-field 

faculty and staff who provide 

excellence in teaching and 

research to meet the industry’s  

growing needs. Our Department 

is a global magnet for top 

students and stellar faculty.
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THE PRESTAGE 
DEPARTMENT OF 

POULTRY SCIENCE 
LEADERSHIP 

AND FACULTY
Here’s who we are, and 

how to get in touch.

Dr. Pat Curtis earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Texas Woman’s University and her 
Ph.D. from Texas A&M University. Her area of 
expertise is poultry and egg processing, safety, quality 
and regulation. She has over 20 years of experience 
working with poultry and egg processing plants on 
food safety and regulatory programs, including HACCP, 
SQF and food safety audits. Additional interests include 
technology-enhanced teaching, as well as learning 
and distance education. Prior to her appointment as 
department head in 2017, she was a faculty member in 
the Department of Food, Bioprocessing and Nutrition 
Sciences at NC State University from 1991 to 2002. 
She then served as director of the Auburn University 
Food Systems Institute before returning to CALS as 
head of the Prestage Department of Poultry Science.

Pat Curtis 
pcurtis@ncsu.edu 
919.515.2626

Department Head 
Professor - Poultry and Egg  
Processing

L E A D E R S H I P
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Dr. Kenneth Anderson earned his bachelor’s from 
Southern Illinois University and his master’s and Ph.D. 
from Kansas State University. His research program 
focuses on layer management, examining the interplay 
of genetics and the environment with the physiological 
response of hens, then correlating that interplay to hen 
behavior. He has also worked on egg processing and 
shell egg safety. He serves as director of the North 
Carolina Layer Performance and Management Program. 
He is a Fellow of the Poultry Science Association, the 
highest honor open to PSA members.

Ken Anderson 
ken_anderson@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5527 

Professor and Extension   
Specialist - Commercial Layer   
and Small Flock Management 
Director, North Carolina Layer   
Performance and Management   
Program

Peter Ferket  
peter_ferket@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5409

Associate Department Head, 
Director, Animal Health and   
Nutrition Consortium, 
William Neal Reynolds Professor   
of Nutrition and Biotechnology   
Extension Nutritionist 

Dr. Peter Ferket earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Guelph in Ontario, 
Canada, and his Ph.D. from Iowa State University He 
conducts nutrition and metabolism research, and 
education programs related to enhancing productivity 
and health and the formulation and manufacture of 
quality feeds. His extension program focuses on nutrition 
and feeding practices of commercial poultry and fish. He 
is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor, the 
highest honor open to faculty members in CALS.  

F A C U L T Y
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Jonas Asbill earned his bachelor’s degree in Animal 
Science from NC State University with minors in both 
Poultry Science and Ag Business.  He has served 
as the Poultry Area Specialized Agent for the North 
Central District of NC Cooperative Extension since 
April 2020 where his areas of expertise include 
broiler production and waste management.  He also 
works with poultry producers of various types and 
scales across the 20 counties he serves and actively 
engages in both county and state 4-H programming. 

Jonas Asbill 
jonas_asbill@ncsu.edu 
336.302.7131  

Area Specialized Agent - Poultry 
Randolph County Center

Dr. Elaine Bohórquez is a New York native and 
obtained her B.S. in biological sciences from Cornell 
University. In 2006, she completed her M.S. in 
physiology at NC State, researching avian influenza. 
With a growing interest in global health, she earned 
her Ph.D. degree in microbiology and immunology 
from UNC-Chapel Hill, working on multidrug 
resistance in malaria parasites. After completing her 
Ph.D., she was undergraduate faculty at William 
Peace University. She returned to NC State in 2014 
as a teaching associate professor for the Physiology 
Graduate Program.

Elaine Bohorquez 
ebbrook2@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5379  

Teaching Associate Professor 
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Marissa Cohen earned her master’s degree at NC 
State University, where she is currently pursuing her 
Ph.D. She works to ease the regulatory burden of 
the Food Safety Modernization Act on animal food 
manufacturers across the state. She also works with 
the Feed Milling Program to develop educational 
materials for use in Extension and academia.

Marissa Cohen 
marissa_cohen@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5396

Area Specialized Agent, 
Animal Food Safety

Dr. Chongxiao (Sean) Chen is a Research Assistant 
Professor in the Prestage Department of Poultry 
Science, and the Project Coordinator/Manager for the 
Animal Health and Nutrition Consortium. He earned his 
veterinary degree from China Agricultural University 
and Ph.D. in Poultry Science from the University of 
Georgia. Dr. Chen’s current projects involve protozoal 
infections in turkeys, early disease detection, and 
understanding the risk and stress factors involved in 
histomoniasis outbreak in commercial production. He 
also provides extension services to turkey producers.

Sean Chen 
sean_chen@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5534

Research Assistant Professor 
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Dr. Frank Edens earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Virginia Polytechnic Institute, and his 
Ph.D. from the University of Georgia. His areas of 
interest include turkey enteric parasites, environmental 
physiology, immunology, trace mineral nutrition, 
endocrinology, gastrointestinal physiology and 
pathology, reproduction, selenium metabolism and 
biotechnology.

Natasha serves as an Academic Advisor for graduate 
students in the Physiology and Poultry Science 
graduate programs at NC State University. She assists 
graduate students with academic advising and career 
counseling. Natasha attended Virginia Commonwealth 
University, receiving a B.S. in Psychology and earned 
her M.Ed.degree in Counselor Education: College 
Counseling and Student Development from NC State 
University in 2017. She has worked at NC State 
University for fourteen years, with the Physiology 
Graduate Program for nine years and with the 
Prestage Department of Poultry Science for four years. 
Natasha recently contributed to the departmental 
climate improvements in the Prestage Department of 
Poultry Science by leading a faculty retreat focused 
on team building and collaborative efforts.  She has 
been actively involved in these efforts since the 
improvement efforts began in 2018.

Natasha Dillon, LCMHC-A 
natasha_dillon@ncsu.edu 
919.515.7255

Academic Advisor and Graduate   
Services Coordinator 

Frank Edens 
fwedens@mindspring.com 
919.515.2649 

Professor - Physiology
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Dr. Mary Fosnaught is the extension specialist for 
Poultry Youth Programs. Her education includes a 
B.S. in Poultry Science from Ohio State University and 
M.S. and Ph.D. in Poultry Nutrition from the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore and NC State, respectively. 
She provides 4-H Embryology accessibility for agents 
regarding training, hatching egg and Marek’s vaccine. 
She directs 4-H state events including Avian Bowl, 
poultry judging, and leads state teams and presenters 
to compete at the National 4-H Poultry & Egg 
Conference.  She directs the Poultry Science Summer 
Institute and Advanced PSSI as well as the annual 
state fair Youth Market Turkey Show.  She co-leads 
the Poultry Pack 4-H Club-NC State and -NC A&T.

Mary Fosnaught 
mhfosnau@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5529 

Extension Associate, 4-H &   
Youth Development 

Dr. Adam Fahrenholz earned his bachelor’s, master’s, 
and Ph.D. degrees from Kansas State University. He 
teaches feed milling technology, quality assurance and 
facility and process management. He coordinates the 
Feed Milling Program and oversees the operation of 
the Feed Mill Education Unit, as well as an Extension 
program on industry education, regulatory compliance 
and ways to address continuous quality improvement 
in feed manufacturing facilities. 

Adam Fahrenholz 
adam_fahrenholz@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5408 

Associate Professor - Feed Milling 
Feed Milling Degree Programs 
Distance Education Coordinator
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Richard Goforth earned a bachelor’s degree in Animal 
Science and master’s degree in Agriculture & Extension 
Education from NC State. He has  30 years of 
experience in the poultry industry, working in hatchery 
management and quail production including 14 years as 
an ASA . His program focuses on waste management 
and energy usage in poultry production, and has 
contributed to several applied field trials of energy-saving 
lighting and equipment. He also completed significant 
training and field work in composting, including mass 
mortality situations and other alternative approaches 
to mortality handling. Ricahrd is also a PAACO-certified 
poultry welfare auditor.

Lauren Greene earned her bachelor’s degree from 
NC State University. While there, she worked with 
Prestage Farms in both the turkey breeder and 
growout divisions. She began her career working with 
broilers as a service tech for Tyson Foods, where she 
transitioned growers from conventional to antibiotic-
free broiler production. As a poultry Area Specialized 
Agent with NC State Extension, she serves commercial 
and small flock producers in western North Carolina.

Lauren Greene 
lauren_greene@ncsu.edu 
336.651.7347 

Area Specialized Agent, 
Cleveland County Center 

Richard Goforth 
richard_goforth@ncsu.edu 
704.283.3801 

Area Specialized Agent, 
Harnett County Center 
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Dr. Hosni Hassan earned his PH.D. in microbiology 
from the University of California, Davis. His research 
aims to develop a novel Salmonella control strategy, 
including development of new vaccines for poultry 
and other animals, isolation and characterization of 
poultry-specific probiotic lactobacilli and preventing 
the transfer of antibiotic resistance traits among 
members of the gut microbiome.

Hosni Hassan 
hmhassan@ncsu.edu 
919.515-7081 

Professor - Microbiology,   
Biochemistry, Toxicology and   
Food Science 

Dr. Jesse Grimes earned his bachelor’s, master’s and 
Ph.D. degrees from NC State University. He develops 
and implements new and improved management 
practices for turkey producers to maximize their 
production efficiency, profitability and product quality, 
as well as developing programs for turkey producers 
in management, nutrition and waste management. He 
mentors graduate and undergraduate students and 
teaches two undergraduate classes.

Jesse Grimes 
jesse_grimes@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5406 

Professor - Turkey Management 
Department Extension Leader 
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Dr. Aaron Kiess earned his bachelor’s, master’s, and 
Ph.D. degrees from West Virginia University. For over 
13 years, he has worked with poultry companies to 
address pre and post-harvest food safety issues while 
serving as a professor in the Department of Poultry 
Science at Mississippi State University. In July 2021, 
Dr. Kiess joined the Prestage Department of Poultry 
Science as the Braswell distinguished professor.  He 
now works with individuals associated with the layer 
industry to assist them in answering challenges they 
may be facing.

Dr. Michael Joseph earned his Ph.D. from Kansas 
State University in 2016. He has more than a decade 
of experience in various technical aspects of food 
processing using extrusion and other methods. He 
is establishing a program at NC state that focuses 
on  value-addition of co-products and by-products 
from the agriculture and meat industry primarily 
using extrusion processing technology. His efforts 
will focus on outreach to industry and farmers to 
find feasible and sustainable solutions by promoting 
utilization of by-products.

Michael Joseph 
mvjoseph@ncsu.edu 
919.515.2493 

Assistant Professor and 
Extension Specialist 

Aaron Kiess 
askiess@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5526 

Braswell Distinguished Professor 
Poultry Extension Specialist 
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Dr. Ramon Malheiros earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Federal University of Minas 
Gerais, Brazil, and his Ph.D. from São Paulo State 
University in São Paulo, Brazil. His research focuses 
on the evaluation of ingredients, additives in feed 
and ovo nutrition, management and incubation 
parameters. He evaluates how these affect animal 
development, specially correlated with poultry and 
the effects on intestinal health, animal performance 
and egg quality.

Ramon Malheiros 
rdmalhei@ncsu.edu 
919.515.8454 

Assistant Professor - Poultry   
Metabolism and Reproduction

Dr. Matthew Koci earned his Bachelor’s of Science 
from Virginia Tech and his Master’s of Science and 
Ph.D. from the University of Georgia. Dr. Koci’s 
research focuses on understanding how bacteria and 
viruses cause disease; and how the host responds to 
those threats. Much of his current work is centered 
around gut health and deciphering how the intestinal 
microbiome communicates with the mucosal immune 
system. The ultimate goal of this work is to develop 
novel ways of preventing disease and promoting 
health, welfare, and performance. 

Matthew Koci 
mckoci@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5388 

Professor - Immunology, Virology   
And Host-Pathogen Interactions 
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Dr. Paul Mozdziak earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Cornell University and his master’s and Ph.D. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He 
directs the NC State Graduate Physiology Program. 
The current main emphasis of Dr. Mozdziak’s work 
is in the area of alternative proteins specifically 
focusing on  the production of myofibrillar protein 
using in vitro techniques.

Paul Mozdziak 
paul_mozdziak@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5544 

Professor - Nutritional Biochemistry  
and Molecular Biology 
Physiology Graduate Program   
Director

Dr. Edgar Oviedo earned his DVM from University 
of Tolima in Colombia, his master’s degree from 
the Universidade Estadual de Maringá, Brazil, his 
Ph.D. from the University of Arkansas, and MBA 
from NC State University. Dr. Oviedo is a member 
of the American College of Poultry Veterinarians.His 
expertise includes broiler nutrition, feeding, health 
and management, the effects of broiler breeder 
management and nutrition on broiler performance, 
the effects of hatchery and incubation management 
on broilers and the evaluation of feed additives and 
nutritional factors that affect enteric health and meat 
quality Dr. Oviedo also manage a program in Data 
Analytics applications for the Poultry Industry

Edgar Oviedo 
edgar_oviedo@ncsu.edu 
919.515.5391 

Professor and Extension    
Specialist - Broiler Nutrition and   
Management 
University Faculty Scholar
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Dr. Ondulla T. Toomer graduated from NC State 
University with a Ph.D. in Nutrition Sciences 
(Biotechnology minor) in 2005. As a Research Chemist 
in the Market Quality and Handling Research Unit 
of the USDA-ARS and Adjunct Faculty in PDPS, her 
research emphasizes identifying chemical constituents 
of raw and processed peanuts of nutritional benefit 
to American consumers. She also investigates 
peanuts and/or peanut by-products as alternative feed 
ingredients for the animal feed industry.

Ondulla Toomer 
otfoye@ncsu.edu 
919.515.9109 

Adjunct Faculty and Research   
Chemist in the Market   
Quality and Handling Research   
Unit (USDA-ARS)

Margaret Ross earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from NC State University. After working as 
a livestock agent with NC State Extension for five 
years,  her current position is focused on commercial 
operations, where she is available to write litter 
management plans and composting permits, hold 
educational classes for turkey and chicken producers 
and answer questions.

Margaret Ross 
margaret_ross@ncsu.edu 
252.670.8254 

Area Specialized Agent, 
Jones County Center 
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Dr. Lin Walker is the assistant professor and extension 
specialist in applied microbiology. Her research and 
extension focus is improving microbial food safety of 
poultry and egg products at preharvest, postharvest, 
and consumer level.  Dr. Walker earned her Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Before joining NC State, Dr. Walker was the team lead 
of Pathogen Detection in the Department of Research 
and Development at Neogen Corporation. 

Lin Walker 
lwalker3@ncsu.edu 
919.513.3385 

Assistant Professor - Applied   
Microbiology 

Dr. Lynn Worley-Davis coordinates undergraduate 
programs for the Prestage Department of Poultry 
Science and the Agricultural Institute’s Livestock 
and Poultry Management program. She teaches 
introductory poultry and poultry management 
courses in both programs, as well as a capstone 
course in the bachelor’s program. She serves as an 
advisor to 100+ students and is co-advisor to the 
Poultry Science Club.

Lynn Worley-Davis 
lwdavis@ncsu.edu 
919.515.6852 

Teaching Assistant Professor 
Director of Undergraduate 
Programs, Agricultural 
Institute Livestock and Poultry 
Management Coordinator;   
Academic Advisor
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NC State PDPS

@ncstatepdps

@NCStatePDPS

@NCStatePDPS

@NCStatePDPS

Follow us on our
Social Media Channels!

NC State University promotes equal opportunity and prohibits 
discrimination and harassment based upon one’s age, color, disability, 

gender identity, genetic information, national origin, race, religion, 
sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. 

250 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $2.25 per copy.


