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Overview

• Current status of NCSU caneberry budget

• Overview of Georgia’s budget

• Discussion of discounting and present values

• National blackberry prices

• Results of NARBA price survey



Budget status

• NCSU’s Blackberry budget under development

• U Arkansas’s interactive budget being updated

• U Georgia has a 2020 blackberry budget



Georgia’s 2020 Budget

• For an established operation:
• Variable costs:

$2 455/acre

• Harvesting and Marketing Costs:
$15 884/ac

• Fixed costs:
$2 746/ac

• Total costs per acre:
$21 086/ac

• Gross Establishment costs:
• Year 1: $20 798
• Year 2: $9 757
• Year 3: $16 856

• Link to Budget

https://agecon.uga.edu/extension/budgets.html


Discounting



At a 5% interest rate, $100 ten years from now 
is worth $61 today
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With no discounting, the cumulative net return is the 
sum of the annual net returns
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Adding discounting reduces the value of future 
returns
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The Internal Rate of Return (IRR) sets the NPV 
to zero
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There are many more blackberry than 
raspberry growers
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Pricing



Prices and volumes 10 years ago

Graph from Gina 
Fernandez



Blackberry shipping point prices peak in Jul-Aug



Production during the period of peak prices is 
almost entirely domestic



Domestic prices are $1+ higher on average



NARBA price survey responses were well 
distributed geographically

• 155 valid responses



Relatively more respondents grew blackberries



Respondents had a range of experience levels



Respondents were generally small growers

• Average caneberry acreage: 4 acres

• Around one third had one acre or less

• Fewer than 10 percent of respondents had over ten 
acres



Growers mostly sold retail berries

• 58% sold only retail
• 20% sold only wholesale



Growers in this survey were receiving higher prices, on 
average, than growers in the AMS data

• Overall average price in this survey: $4.98/lb

• Regional variation:

– $3.98/lb in Pacific Coast and West
– $7.56/lb in Southeast

• Average NC price in AMS data: ~$3.30/lb

• NC Wholesale price higher in survey



Farm stands and farmers’ markets had the 
highest prices



Growers reported doing about the same or 
better than usual this year



The increase in customer volume was mostly 
on the retail side

There was no significant difference between retail and wholesale responses for 
sales per customer and total sales.


