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International Trade

Day 1: Importing sorghum to Latin America

 US Small Grains Council

Day 13: Discussion on exporting US Sorghum to 
Latin America in containers

 NC Department of Agriculture & Consumer 
Services
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Global Production of Sorghum
~ Production, Yield Trends over Time ~

3



4

Sorghum Production, Yield Trends, 1996-2016
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Global Production of Sorghum
~ Production Quantities by Country, 2016 ~
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Source: Generated using data from FAO-STAT.  

Production 

Ecuador = 9,934.9 tonnes

Peru = 342.62 tonnes

Venezuela = 378,744.1 tonnes



Global Production of Sorghum
~ Share by Region ~
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Source: FAOSTAT, 2018



Global Production of Sorghum
Top 10 Producers
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Source: FAOSTAT, 2018

2016



 Outlook and Anticipated Changes

 Country Specific Sorghum Trade 
Patterns

Global Sorghum Trade8



Global Sorghum Outlook
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Source:   USDA ERS – Situation Outlook and Report, FDS-18I (Sept. 14, 2018)



Events Affecting International 
Sorghum Markets

1. US-China “Trade War”

 China imposed a retaliatory 25% tariff on U.S. sorghum.  

 U.S. Sorghum exports to China expected to decrease; 
Australia expected to increase exports to China (5-fold YoY 
increase)

2. Trends in livestock feed. 

 Increased sorghum feed use in the E.U.  

 Japan typically imports much U.S. sorghum; at moment, 
sorghum not needed 

 Exports to Japan offset by imports to EU

 In medium-long run, Japan expected to resume imports

10



Ecuador Sorghum Imports
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Peru Sorghum Imports
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Venezuela Sorghum Imports
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What this data does not tell Us

 “True” Value of Trade

 Trade by Grade

 Trade of products with particular production 
and/or handling attributes (e.g. Organic)
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Ecuador Sorghum Imports
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Sorghum 
Grading 

Requirements

Source: GIPSA United State Standards for Sorghum, June 2008 


